Philosophy 3280
Philosophy of Religion 
Spring 2025
T/Th 2:50-4:05
70 S. Williams (seminar room)
Prof. Terence Cuneo (he/him/his)

Office: 70 S. Williams 201
Student hrs: W 12-1 and by appointment
Email: tcuneo@uvm.edu

I. Texts
Samuel Fleischacker, The Good & The Good Book (OUP, 2015; abbreviated as ‘TGB’)
Selected essays and chapters (posted on Brightspace)

II. Course Description
I think there is a natural alignment between philosophy and religion. Religions often consist in highly sophisticated forms of life that not only introduce topics of interest to philosophers but have also shaped the trajectory and content of Western philosophy. In asking philosophical questions such as “Why is there anything at all?” or “Is there a source of morality?” we’re naturally led to ask questions such as: Is there a God? If God exists, what is God like? Would it be the source of morality? How do those who believe in God—the theists—attempt to reconcile such things as the existence of evil, our best science, and biblical criticism with what they believe about God? And is it rational for people today to believe in God? Or is such belief a hold-over from less sophisticated, prescientific world views? In this course we will explore issues such as these. Such issues are, I think, interesting in their own right, as they require considerable care and sophistication to think through well. But they are also of practical importance. Where one comes down on them will, after all, probably affect how one lives one’s life.  

This is not a standard “textbook” philosophy of religion course. That type of course would consider arguments for God’s existence, arguments against God’s existence, the rationality of religious belief, and perhaps a topic such as whether miracles are possible. Taking our cues from Samuel Fleischacker’s book, The Good and the Good Book, we’ll pursue a different route, engaging with questions such as: What is faith? And what is its place in a religious way of life? How should one read religious texts? What is their place in a religious way of life? How should we think about forgiveness and a religious way of life? What is the relation between religion and science? And so on. 

III. Goals
1. To become familiar with (or deepen one’s knowledge of) recent work in the philosophy of religion, where this covers a fairly wide range of topics, including epistemology, hermeneutics, and ethics.
2. To hone skills of reading texts closely and charitably.
3. To hone skills of identifying, constructing, and evaluating arguments.
4. To hone writing skills, where this involves writing lucid, engaging, and precise philosophical prose.

IV. Format of the Course
This is an upper-level seminar. I’ll often present some material and we’ll use the time together to discuss it. I hope to have several guests visit, if only virtually. More on that soon! 

V. Requirements & Expectations
A. I’ve divided the semester into “blocks.” At the completion of each block, I’ll have you write a two-page reflection paper (max) on what you learned and whether your views regarding the topic we examined have shifted. (I may have you write multiple reflection papers in a block, depending on the topic.)
B. You’ll write two 5-7 page papers. I’ll assign the topics. The first paper will be due roughly halfway through the semester; the second will be due at semester’s end. 
C. There will be a final exam, which will be an oral exam. I’ll provide the details. 
D.  Lively classes require student participation! So, don’t miss class, be prepared and ready to contribute.   Missed classes can subtract from your overall grade (up to 10%). Were you to miss two weeks’ worth of classes, I reserve the right not to give you a passing grade. If you plan not to attend class (doctor’s appointment, family emergency, religious observance, etc.), please let me know in advance. 

You must take all the exams and write all the papers in order to pass this class.
Paper 1 = 33% of your grade
Paper 2 = 33% of your grade
Final = 33% of your grade

You may miss one reflection paper assignment without penalty. These will be graded as “pass/fail.” 

The grading scale for the course is as follows:
A		94-100%
A-		90-93%
B+		87-89%
B		84-86%
B-		80-83%
C+		77-79%
C		74-76%
C-		70-73%
D+		67-69%
D		60-66%
F		0-59%

Final Exam May 8 @ 4:30

VI. Plagiarism  
Be aware of the university’s rules regarding plagiarism. Any violation of its rules in your completed work constitutes plagiarism. The penalty for committing plagiarism may include receiving a grade of “failure” for the course, so please take these principles extremely seriously in preparing your work. The use of AI to write a paper constitutes plagiarism and will be treated as such. 

VII. Reading Schedule (This is subject to change. At every class, I will announce what the reading will be for the following class session.) 
TGB = The Good & The Good Book
All other readings are posted on Brightspace

Block 1: Locating the issues 
Intro and Ch1, TGB
Marilynne Robinson, excerpts from The Givenness of Things 
Samuel Lebens, “What Is Religion?”

Block 2: Revelation, Belief, and Faith
Chs. 4 & 5 TBG
Daniel McKaughan, “Authentic Faith and Acknowledged Risk”
Daniel Howard-Snyder, “The Skeptical Christian”
Samuel Lebens, “Pascal, Pascalberg, and Friends”

Background: 
Terence Cuneo, “The Inaccessibility of Religion Problem” (online) Ergo, Vol. 4 https://quod.lib.umich.edu/e/ergo/12405314.0004.023/--inaccessibility-of-religion-problem?rgn=main;view=fulltext

Block 3: Truth: Science 
Ch. 1, TGB
Peter van Inwagen, “Genesis and Evolution”
Peter van Inwagen, “Explaining Belief in the Supernatural”
Alvin Plantinga, excerpt from Where the Conflict Really Lies
Helen DeCruz, “Religion and Science” https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/religion-science/

Block 4: Truth: Scripture
Nicholas Wolterstorff, excerpts from Divine Discourse
Peter van Inwagen, “Critical Studies of the New Testament and the User of the New Testament”
Peter van Inwagen, “Comments on Professor Curley’s…”
Wilda Gafney, excerpts from Womanist Midrash 

Block 5: Ethics and the Overall Good
Chs. 2 & 3, TGB
Nicholas Wolterstorff, “What Is Forgiveness?” from Justice in Love 
Nicholas Wolterstorff, “How the Recognition of Forgiveness Came About…” from Justice in Love
Jada Twedt Strabbing, “Divine Forgiveness and Reconciliation” 
Marilyn McCord-Adams, “The Problem of Hell: A Problem for Christians”
Nicholas Wolterstorff, “Does Forgiveness Violate Justice?” from Justice in Love

Background
David Bentley-Hart, excerpts from The Atheist Delusions 
Nicholas Wolterstorff, “On Secular and Theistic Groundings of Human Rights” 

Block 6: Diversity and Respect
Ch. 7 TGB and Conclusion
Nicholas Wolterstorff, “Do Christians Have Good Reasons to Support Liberal Democracy?”




