Philosophy 2725: Modern Philosophy
Spring 2025
T/Th 1:15-2:30
Perkins 102
Prof. Terence Cuneo (he/his/him)

Office: 202 70 S. Williams
Email: tcuneo@uvm.edu
Student Hours: W 12-1, and by appointment

I. Texts
Selections from Hobbes, Clarke, Butler, Hume, Mill, and Nietzsche, all available on Brightspace. 

II. Course Description
This class offers a window into modern philosophy through the ethical theories of the period. We’ll be reading texts from six prominent figures who develop very different views. Some are moral realists (Clarke, Butler, Mill), while others are naturally interpreted as antirealists (Hobbes, Hume, Nietzsche). Some are deontologists (such as Hobbes), others virtue theorists (such as Hume), while still others are consequentialists (such as Mill). Others (such as Butler) are difficult to categorize. Each of the figures we’ll read have considerably shaped contemporary moral philosophy. 

III. Objectives
A. Gaining a command of the course material should equip you to understand not only how the figures we’ll read differed from their ancient and medieval predecessors (and each other), but also the ways in which they’ve shaped subsequent contemporary philosophical debate in ethical theory.
B. This class should help you develop some important philosophical skills: you should take steps toward learning how to read (difficult) texts closely and carefully, engage charitably with views with which you don’t agree, imaginatively reconstruct positions so that they make the best sense, and express philosophical ideas in clear prose. 

IV. Format of the Course
Lecture and discussion.

V. Requirements & Expectations
A. There will be three exams. These in-class exams will be roughly every four weeks and weighted as follows: 1st exam: 25%; 2nd exam: 37.5%; 3rd exam: 37.5%. They’ll compose the entirety of your grade (although see below). You must take all three exams to pass this class. 
B. Class participation matters. Do the reading before class. If I find that people aren’t completing the readings, I reserve the right to administer quizzes. These would count for 10% of your grade.
C. Don’t miss class. Missed classes can subtract from your overall grade. Were you to miss two weeks’ worth of classes, I reserve the right not to give you a passing grade. Also, see “Requirements and Expectations” handout for how missed classes can affect your grade.
D. Class etiquette matters. See “Requirements and Expectations” handout.
E. I am offering an extra credit option. With the advent of AI, it’s not easy to identify an extra credit option that’s feasible! I am still trying to figure this out and will let you know when I do. 

The grading scale for the course is as follows:
A		94-100%
A-		90-93%
B+		87-89%
B		84-86%
B-		80-83%
C+		77-79%
C		74-76%
C-		70-73%
D+		67-69%
D		60-66%
E		0-59%

VI. Course Calendar
The final exam is May 8

The reading assignments may shift. Please pay close attention to what I announce about them during class.

Block 1: Hobbes		
Selections from Leviathan

Block 2: Clarke	
Selections from On Natural Religion
pp. 3-11; 22-28; 31-40; 43-45
					 
Block 3: Butler		
Selections from Sixteen Sermons

Block 4: Hume
Selections from the Treatise and the second Enquiry

Block 5: Mill
Selections from Utilitarianism

Block 6: Nietzsche
Selections from Beyond Good and Evil and Twilight of the Idols
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