 GREAT BARRIER REEF AND i/t
CORAL BLEACHING

Problem Statement

Climate change is causing an increase to sea surface temperature which increases the frequency of
major bleaching events in the Great Barrier Reef. This has caused significant coral mortality
throughout the reef.

The bleaching of coral has detrimental impacts on the biodiversity of the local marine ecosystems,
as well as regional industry and infrastructure.
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SOLUTIONS

e Reef reconstruction projects like NOAA's Community-Based Habitat Restoration add new
coral structures to damaged reefs, increase community engagement with restoration, and
support fisheries for food security and economic production

e Advocate for policies to reduce carbon emissions and mitigate marine heatwaves

e Be aresponsible tourist: don't dive or anchor boats in vulnerable reef areas

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT (ool =1 -CIN (oW1

Angelina Natale, Alex Zoner, Noah Mass, Nina De Silva, Emma Polhemus



