Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia Japonica) in the US 7 »~- 5

Japanese Knotweed is an invasive species
that was initially introduced as an
ornamental garden plant, but has since
spread across much of the the United States.
|t grows aggressively in dense stands that
crowd out native species, creating pure
monocultures. It reproduces through seeds
and rhizomes, with dispersal occurring
aquatically or by human transport.
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Why You Should Gare
Japanese Knotweed greatly diminishes
local plant biodiversity, which has
ensuing effects on all members of the
ecosystem, including humans. Knotweed
makes riverbanks more susceptible to
erosion, leading to lower watershed
health and water quality.
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Impacts
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Figure 1: Japanese Knotweed range map in Us

Social Impacts
Hnptwaed's aeertaking of
rivechianks rastricts socess fo
riwess for racreational
aciwities such 35 swimming
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-Thara ara mulbple diffeseat trasimant opbons aesilalle
{or zreas infastad with lapenesa Enotwead. The Hirea
grimary means af contral sre:

I. Machzmical |cutting). Proper deacsal afer machamical

ramavel is crocial, as ckhanwise tha @scerded fragments
cen rasu® in Knotwaed spread.

2. Chemicel (harhicidas). Glyphoszta based herbicides
wark bast.

3 Biofogical ng| combrad

-Mmimizing the fragueacy af hemzn caused disturbaaca
aveats, zs thes sats tha skage for 2 Knofweed imvasion.
-Raplanting rative saacies aftar removel is elso necessany
to ziog Knabweed fram reamarging.

-Most mechamical removal is dame by volunteers
over the span of a few years.

-Gam alse wse alternative ernamentad plants rather
than plant
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Uses for Knotweed
Japanesze Knotweed can also be foraged. Ithas a
similar taste to rhubarb and can be wsed a2 a
substitute in recipes. Each part of the plant can
be used (e.g. stems are great pickled and leaf
tips are best sauteed).
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