
Harvest and Beyond  
Harvesters, Drying Oasts, and Pelletizing 

 

December 6, 2014 

Morrisville, NY 

Chris Callahan 

UVM Extension Ag Engineering 

UVM Extension helps individuals and communities put research-based knowledge to work. 

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the United States 

Department of Agriculture. University of Vermont Extension, Burlington, Vermont. 

University of Vermont Extension, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, cooperating, offer education and employment to everyone 

without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or 

familial status.  



 



Mechanized Harvesting  
ÅEconomics 

ïCapital cost 

ïLabor savings 

ÅQuality 

ïHarvest timing and duration 

ÅLogistics 

ïñFeeding the machineò 

ïWill need more drying capacity 

ÅNet Yield 

 

Strip and Sort 



Harvester Characteristics  

ÅCost 

ïmaterial, labor, assembly, retrofit, recurring 

ÅCapacity (bines/hr) 

ÅCrew 

ÅPower source 

ÅPortable vs. Stationary 

ÅEffectiveness 



Harvest Timing / 

Readiness 
ÅShould be based 

on dry mater. 

Å20-23% DM, 

depending on 

variety 

ÅDM determined by 

weighing/drying Calculator (Web and Excel): 

https://www.uvm.edu/extension/agriculture/en

gineering/?Page=hopscalc.html  

 

Instructional videos and wiki: 

http://www.uvm.edu/extension/cropsoil/hops  

https://www.uvm.edu/extension/agriculture/engineering/?Page=hopscalc.html
https://www.uvm.edu/extension/agriculture/engineering/?Page=hopscalc.html
http://www.uvm.edu/extension/cropsoil/hops


UVM Mobile Hop Harvester 

Aroostook Hops ï Westfield, ME - 2013 



 

Aroostook Hops ï Westfield, ME - 2014 


