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MCAS Topic/Idea Development Rubric (Long Composition)
	Criteria


	6  Effective &/or

original
	5   Effective
	4   Adequate
	3  Rudimentary
	2  Weak
	1  Little idea 

development



	Topic Development
The overall 

effect of the 

Paper


	Effective,

appropriate &

rich 

development

of topic 

or ideas.  

Original 

development

of topic/ideas. 
	Full/Strong &

appropriate

development

of topics or 

ideas.
	Adequate

 topic 

development.

Adequate

response to 

task and 

development 

of ideas.
	Rudimentary

 topic/ideas

development.

Needs more

appropriate

response to 

task and 

development 

of topic/ideas.
	Weak topic/

idea

development.

Limited 

awareness of

audience or 

task.  Needs 

appropriate

response to 

task and 

development 

of ideas.
	Little topic/

idea 

development.

Little or no

awareness of

audience or

task. Needs 

appropriate

response to 

task and 

development 

of ideas.

	Organization
The degree to which 

the response is 

focused; clearly and

logically ordered; &

clarified by 

paragraphs. 
	Consistently 

focused from

beginning to

end.  Careful

&/or subtle

organization.
	Evidence of 

planning.
	Adequate

 organization.

Adequate

 transitions 

among ideas.
	Rudimentary

 organization.

Needs more

organization 

of ideas.

Needs transi-

tions among 

ideas.
	Limited organi-

zation.

Needs 

organization 

of ideas.

Needs transi-

tions among 

ideas.
	Little organi-

zation.

Needs 

organization 

of ideas.

Needs transi-

tions among 

ideas.

	Details
The degree to which

the response includes

examples 

that develop the 

main points.


	Carefully

chosen,

relevant

details.
	Strong details

that develop

and support 

the topic.


	Adequate,

Relevant detail.

Effective choice

of details.  

Development 

of details 

beyond listing.
	Rudimentary

supporting

detail. Needs 

more effective 

choice of details.  

Needs develop-

ment of details 

beyond listing.
	Limited detail. 

Needs more 

effective choice of 

details.  Needs 

development 

of details 

beyond 

listing.
	Little detail. 

Needs  effective 

choice of details.  

Needs 

development of

details beyond 

listing.

	Language/Style
The degree to which

manipulation of

language, including

vocabulary, word

choice, word 

combination, and 

sentence variety is

effectively achieved.
	Effective use 

of language 

creates

distinctive

voice, tone

or style.


	Appropriate

use of 

language and

word choice

enhances

meaning.
	Some variety 

in language 

or richness

in word

choice.

Some variety

in sentence

structure.
	Rudimentary

 variety 

and simplistic

language.

Little variety

in sentence

structure.
	Limited variety 

or richness

in word

choice.

Little variety

in sentence

structure.
	Little variety 

or richness

in word

choice.

Little variety

in sentence

structure.


                                 MCAS Standard English Conventions Rubric    (Long Composition)
	Criteria


	4    Demonstrates 

control over conventions.
	3    Errors do not

interfere with 

communication.
	2  Errors somewhat 

interfere with 

communication.
	1  Errors seriously

interfere with 

communication.

	Sentences
The degree to which the response

Includes sentences that are correct

in structure.
	Correct sentence structure

which demonstrates

control over  conventions.
	Few errors

relative to length

or sentence 

structure.
	Too many errors 

relative to length

or complexity of 

sentence structure.
	Little sentence

structure.  Needs 

correct sentence 

structure.

	Grammar & Usage
The degree to which 

the response demonstrates 

correct use of standard

grammatical rules of English, 

& word usage and vocabulary. 
	Correct application 

of grammatical 

rules.  Control over

vocabulary and

word usage.

 
	Few errors relative 

to length or 

grammatical usage.
	Too many errors

relative to length

or complexity of

grammatical usage.
	Little demonstration

of correct grammar

usage and/or application

of grammatical rules.  

Needs greater attention to

correct word usage.

	Mechanics
The degree to which

the response demonstrates 

correct spelling, capitalization 

& punctuation.
	Mechanics aid in 

clarity.  Correct 

mechanics in 

sophisticated 

construction.
	Few errors relative 

to length or 

mechanics.
	Too many errors

relative to

length or

mechanics.
	Little demonstration

of correct

mechanics needs

greater control of

mechanics.  Needs

more careful proof-

reading.


Tips:  Post this (or a simplified version of this) in your classroom or make it part of your syllabus (if appropriate).  Require students to refer to it as part of certain assignments or in K-3, as part of the overall grading process.  Create a student-oriented rubric using language students understand.  Facilitate a comprehensive classroom discussion of the student-oriented rubric.  This process increases awareness of expectations. Send a copy home.


