Bo
First, hello. How are you?
Tina 
Good, good. A long day. I've had classes, but fine.
Bo
Perfect. I have five questions about your career. First, you have a very impressive career, and you receive many awards. Do you have a favorite moment of your career?
Tina 
That is very difficult. Well, I've won a lot of UVM awards. I have had many teaching courses, the University Scholar, the Distinguished Professor. Perhaps at UVM the distinction of Distinguished Professors, of distinguished professor, is perhaps the greatest honor, which excites me very much. There are only about ten in the whole university and very few in the humanities. So, maybe that makes me particularly proud to have arrived here. And also a prize that I received for literature that is very important to me, which is a Hispanic-American poetry prize, Dulce María Loynaz, for a book I wrote called Free Fall. So, perhaps these two are the most important.
Bo
Very impressive.  What is your favorite class to teach?
Tina 
wow! How difficult. I am doing a very nice course that I like a lot. It's called Poetry in Resistance, Latin American Poetry in Resistance. And we make poetry, but we also study socio-political elements from all Latin American countries. And I like to teach poetry because I love poetry, it seems to me a culmination of very synthesized ideas and we can get so much information, we can enjoy so many levels of a fragment. So, that's one of the ones I like the most. In general, I like teaching poetry a lot. Yes, because it is a surprise for those who do not understand what is happening, but then we enter the key, the key that opens the poem and is like a revelation. I like that a lot, to see it in my students.
Bo
Yes, poems have a lot of emotion. All poems are very important.
Tina 
Yes, well, I chose them, I like them.
Bo
You have a favorite book or poem.
Tina 
Well, the book I have favorite is mine. It's an edition I've made of Poems of protest and revolution, resistance. So, this is my favorite book now because there are so many authors. I am co-editor, I have selected the works and they are authors from all over Latin America. And not only the typical ones of the canon, but people who do hip hop, there are emerging people as poets. So, that's why I like it, because it's not just the classic Lorca, Neruda. No, we have authors like Rebecca Lane and very interesting people, young people too.
Bo
Many problems need more... How do you say it?  Author?  Younger authors?
Tina 
Yes, because it is a new sensibility. And I also do digital poetry. So, also using digital media, the Internet and making hypertext, I think that excites the new generations a lot now. I like that too.
Bo
Yes. And people of the old generation like them much more. I don't know, my parents don't like poems very much, but my generation and friends like poems.
Tina 
More now, fantastic. I'm really happy. My students hope they are enjoying it too. Good to know, a new generation is more intrigued by poetry. 
Bo
I like love poetry. First the poems of Chelsea Werner-Jatzke and all the videos of Chelsea Werner-Jatzke, because it is...  
What inspires you to write?
Tina
I think also some digital things. Now that I have turned off the machine, then I like for example I have a captcha poem.  Do you know what a captcha is?
Bo: No. 
Tina
What you have to let the bot know that you are human, you have to put, for example, the yellowtaxes. You click on a yellow taxi, a yellow taxi and then you enter what you are looking for. Do you know what it is? That's called captcha. So, I've done a captcha, but it's a poem. So, it's very complicated to explain, but I'm very inspired by reality, the things that happen. That's inspired by technology. I have the Internet, I don't have one here, but I have poetic robots that move. So, I write, for example, a poem from the point of view of a robot that says, for example, why are you afraid of me? Who makes us creatures? Who are we creators, creators? So, I write that poem first, which intrigues me from a robot's point of view, because that's what we're seeing. And then, well, I've built one robot, five in fact. Five robots that have poems on their legs, on their legs and have sensors. So that's what inspires me, I'm inspired by reality, what's happening now, technology inspires me a lot. I can't show you because I have already turned off the machine, but you can find me on tinaescaja.com.
