Hispanic Voices conversation with Sebastian Duno-Miranda
Ben: Hello Sebastian. How are you?
Sebastian: Well, Ben and Paddy, how are you?
Ben: All right. Can you tell us your name and where you are from?
Sebastián: Yes, my full name is Sebastián Duno-Miranda and I am from Venezuela. 
Ben: Interesting. Before coming to Vermont, where did you live?
Sebastián:  I did college in Venezuela and then I came to Vermont to start a PhD. 
Ben: Interesting. And where is the university in Venezuela?
Sebastián: The university is called La Universidad Central de Venezuela and it's in the capital, Caracas. 
Paddy: All right, and what do you study at UVM?
Sebastián: I studied a PhD  in cellular and biomedical molecular sciences, and before coming to UVM, I did a degree in biology in Venezuela. 
Ben: Interesting, what is the best and the worst thing of being an international PhD student?
Sebastián:  Very good question, the best thing is that you can meet people from all over the world, you have very good quality education, and the worst thing to say it quickly is that you are far from your family and everything you had when you grew up in your country. 
Paddy: All right. what's your favorite Vermont and Venezuelan food?
Sebastián: My favorite food from Venezuela is called arepas, it's made with corn flour, moles of corn, then, you dry it, and then it becomes flour, and you add water and   you put them on the grill, then they are like tacos, but thicker. You can add that with cheese, meat, beans, very good. And Vermont's favorite food, maple sirop, with pancakes. 
Ben: Interesting. And what is your research about at UVM?
Sebastian: Sure. We are working with the proteins that are in the heart, and thanks to that protein, the heart can contract, in other words, that protein is a small molecular engine, so there are things  that we  do not know about  that  protein, so we isolate that protein and study its interactions with other proteins in a controlled system. 
Paddy: Sebastian, do you like baseball?
Sebastián: Yes, I like it.
Paddy: Can you tell me the history of baseball in Venezuela?
Sebastián: Of course. It is interesting because baseball in Venezuela became popular in  the 1930s – 1940s due to the discovery of oil in Venezuela. So, the oil companies, many with their headquarters here in the United States. They went to Venezuela and started creating oil fields, and next to oil fields they started creating baseball teams. So, they started to popularize the sport, and so, the whole country liked it and now, when an average family has a child, the first thing they do is send the kid to the baseball camp.
 Ben: That's interesting!
Paddy: Thank you very much for your participation, Sebastian.
Sebastián: Of course, thanks to you and good luck with everything. 
Ben:  Thanks also.
