Marly Sierra. Hispanic Voices
A - Ashley
J - Jasmine
M - Marly
J: We are students at the University of Vermont with the Hispanic Voices Project.
J: Would you like to use your real name?
M: Yes, if, there are no compromising questions.
J: Well. What's your name?
M: My name is Marly Sierra.
J: Nice to meet you, Marly.
M: Nice to meet you as well.
A: What town or city are you in now?
M: I live in Pittsford in Vermont, about fifteen minutes from Rutland.
J: What country are you originally from and how old were you when you arrived in the United States?
M: I'm from Venezuela and I arrived a year ago, I was thirty-eight. Now I am thirty-nine.
J: How interesting!
A: Why did you decide to come to Vermont and what do you like about living here?
M: We come ... we arrived here in Vermont because we had the facilities that were already here. My husband's brother was already settled here. I'm married. I have a three-year-old girl and the situation in Venezuela was quite complicated politically, social-economically, everything, well, everything. After the pandemic everything got completely worse and we had to find a way out.  And I said, they're there and they're going to be five years living here, in Vermont. And, well, they offered us the facilities to get here, so it was an easier way. 
J: What do you miss most about Venezuela and why?
M: I miss the most my family. My mom, my dad, my nephews. Well, the weather, family, friends, people, music, family, Sundays at my mom's house or Sundays at friends' houses. That's what I miss the most, I miss the weather of Venezuela a lot. Here the winter is very long and I miss the eternal spring or the eternal summer or the ease of being able to go to the beach. And I also miss food a lot. Even though, I have learned here how to cook certain things that we like. It is not the same food here when you go out for dinner. Sometimes we don't get the products to do certain things we want to do.     
J: What was the biggest challenge for you when you came to the U.S., and you feel like you overcame it? Are you satisfied with the Hispanic presence in Vermont? 
M: Well, the biggest challenge was facing the language and winter we had never lived in a place where the temperatures were so low. We weren't used to that physically. Facing that was a challenge that I think I overcame. I think this winter was kind of lighter like more relaxed. We didn't get sick, our immune system kind of aligned with it. Last year, we got very sick, me particularly. So it's been a challenge I'm still in it, I'm still learning every day. I take English classes, every week, I try to put into practice everything I learn, but I am still working on it. At first, I was terrified, right? because it was like what am I going to do. I can't communicate with people. And well, it was particularly difficult for me, because I am a journalist and I am a social communicator. I graduated as a social communicator.
A: Thank you, and finally, what do you hope for your daughter's life?
M: Ah, for life. Well, we hope in the future when we can regularize our immigration status, we can work, both. My husband and I can contribute money for rent, for expenses, to be able to help a little better our people who are in Venezuela. My husband left some children from his first marriage and, I, my parents, help them because they are people over seventy years old. The situation in Venezuela is not easy and I would like, at least, at some point that my parents would see me to visit. I know they wouldn't get used to it, because change is hard. And well, to be able to study, I would like to study, continue studying, follow a training, be able to get a job. That is why we are here, for her, for the children.
J: Thanks for sharing, it's my pleasure!
A: Yes, thank you very much!
M: Well, that's great. Goodbye!
