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M: Mariana Lamaison Sears
B: Bailey Getlik
S: Sidney Miller
B: Where are you from?
M: I'm from Argentina.
S: What city? 
M: The suburbs of Buenos Aires.
S: Is it the capital?
M: Yes, Buenos Aires is the capital of Argentina.
S: How many years have you lived in the US?
M: I moved to the U.S. in 2001 and lived, first in Texas, then Vermont, and then Pennsylvania. In total 15 years. In 2015, I returned to Argentina for 5 years.
S: Why did you come back to Argentina?
M: Because I missed it, because I wanted my children to know my country and my culture, I wanted to be close to my family and my friends.
S: And your whole family still lives in Argentina?
M: Yes, still. In 2020, when the pandemic started we went back to Vermont, the COVID situation was better, it was calmer here in Vermont. We had our home, when we had lived here in Vermont, we had lived in Williston and then we decided to come back.
S: Why did you immigrate to the U.S.?
M: Why did I move here to the US? well because I fell in love with an American. I moved to US, because I loved him and I wanted to live with him and be with him.
S: In the US?
M: No, in Europe we met on a train. That was in 1997. Then in 1999, at the end of the year, we bought computers and connect internet in my house, and he was studying at college, at the American University in Washington D.C., and we started writing to each other every day. Then, the next year, I came to study in California, and there we met, and then the next year we got married. So, when we got married in 2001, I came to live in the US. He was working for the army, and that's why we were sent to Texas.
S: What was your occupation in Argentina? And what is your occupation in Vermont? Do you like it?
M: In Argentina I studied to be a tourist guide and when I moved to the U.S. my skills like a tour guide were useless, and then I studied at the University of Texas, I studied communication, I did a BA in communications. Then I started writing for a Spanish-language newspaper, then we moved here to Vermont, and I got a job as a reporter. So, my first years here in Vermont, I was a reporter, a journalist. Then, I stopped working for several years, because I took care of my children. I worked in the community, with non-profit groups and now I work as an outreach manager, as a community outreach manager for Hunger Free Vermont. Hunger Free Vermont is a local organization that works to fight hunger. I do outreach and it's a very significant job. I like it a lot.
B: What activities do you like apart from work?
M: Well, I like everything. Mainly, I like to spend time with my family, with friends. I'm a very social person. I like the Internet. I enjoy walking, hiking, and reiking. Climbing the mountains and walks on the lakes, I like to do yoga a lot and I am a yoga instructor as well. I like to ride a bike. I like to play tennis. I like to cook. I like to listen to music. I like to meditate.
B: Do you have many memories of home? Which is your favorite?
M: I have many memories from home. Life's best memories are always around fire and food.
S: What do you miss about your homeland?
M: Food, friends, and family.
B: Why do you like Vermont?
M: The mountains and the lakes, that's the most beautiful thing Vermont has.
S: Thank you very much.
M: You're welcome.
