Olivia: Hi, my name is Olivia, what's your name? 
Maria: Hello, my name is Maria del Sol Nava. 
Olivia: How are you?
Maria: All right. And you?
Olivia: I'm fine. Where are you from and where do you live in Vermont? 
Maria: Yes. I'm from Los Angeles, California. My family is originally from Durango, Mexico. But I grew up in the United States and moved to Vermont, specifically Middlebury, to study when I was eighteen. So, I've been in Vermont and this would be my ninth year.
Olivia: Yes. Why did you choose to come and study in Vermont?
Maria: Well, I'm a first-generation student. What it means that my parents did not study in the United States. They didn't go to college. So, I did a program that helped me find out about colleges that could assist with the finances to attend college. So, Middlebury was one of the schools I chose to apply to and when they accepted me, they gave me a lot of scholarship and it was enough to move me across the United States to come and study here.
Olivia: What have been your best experiences living in Vermont?
Maria: Yes, well, I've been here for quite some time, and I feel like I've had a lot of very nice experiences. Two years ago, something I never thought I would do it’s learn to ski. And there's a group called "Unlikely Riders" that teaches Latin American people or African American groups in Vermont how to ski and snowboard. So, I got together with that group, and they taught me and I've been doing that for two seasons, which is really like someone from Los Angeles would never do, I'd never seen snow before coming to Vermont. It was one of my favorite things and it really didn't make winter feel so long. Another thing I really like in Vermont is the migrant community. I have many connections with Latin American families in the community and that has also been something very special that I have been able to cultivate here in Vermont. 
Olivia: What are you studying at the University of Vermont? 
Maria: Yes, in Middlebury I studied mathematics and Italian. And after that I worked for a while in admissions for Middlebury and in that time, I realized that I had a passion to study education and student support. So, I applied for my master's degree and that's what I'm doing now. It’s a master's degree in education after high school. So, like the university level and we study the organization of universities, it is student support. Specifically, my interest is supporting students who have origins that have been on the fringes of universities. So, African American students, first generations, students who study science, technology, engineering, and math. And that's been like my focus on my master's degree and the work I do in college as well. 
Olivia: What do you do to help the students you work with? 
Maria: Yes, good question. Well, the program that I'm running right now is called "eSTEM" or "Excellence in STEM" which is for African American students in science, technology, engineering and math, and we have several programs that try to support the transition to school and also the transition by studying subjects that are very difficult. We have a room where students can study and have their own space. We also have different events where we try to connect students with opportunities,  research, connections with teachers, summer jobs, jobs after they graduate,  give them information so after they finish their career they can get a job related to what they studied. 
