Gloria Estela González Zenteno. Hispanic Voices
A: Aidan Fox
G: Gloria Estela González Zenteno
 A: What is your name?
G: Gloria Estela González Zenteno. 
A: Yes, and where are you from?

G: From Mexico.
A: And what is your occupation?
 G: I am a professor and writer. 
A: Where do you work?
 G: At Middlebury College.

A: And how did you come to live in Vermont? 
G: Well, I came to Vermont because I came to the United States first to study my PhD. I finished my degree. I have my BA from Mexico, and then I came here to study my PhD in New York and when I finished my program, I looked for a job and found a job here in Middlebury, in Vermont.

A: And you are a writer. What kind of writings do you create? 
G: Mostly fiction. I write novels, short stories and that's the most important thing. And I also write essays. 
A: Yes. And what topics do you like to write about? 
G: I like to write about Latin American people in situations of vulnerability, but with stories of resilience and strength, right? So many issues of resistance, for example, LGBT people and how they defend themselves in a society that can be very conservative, for example, here in Vermont. Like immigrants in Vermont, they are sometimes attacked or victims of injustice, and how they defend themselves.  It is one of my topics and issues of environmental justice, of the environment. And in the United States and Mexico. And what else? Yes, those kinds of issues.
A: Yes, yes. Very interesting. And what has been your best experience living in Vermont?
 G: Well, I think what I like most about Vermont is... probably that there are Mexican people. Yes. When I discovered that there is a community of Mexican and Central American people here working in Vermont, that's when my life got better. Because it's very difficult to live in isolation, isn't it? In a community where you are always perceived as foreign, right? So, when I realized that there is a Mexican community in Vermont and I was able to integrate into that society, it's much easier for me to live well with Vermonters as well. I mean, of course I have a lot of friends that I love very much, people from here, from Vermont, and that's very nice too. But it was something missing, the Mexican detail was missing and now it is better. 
A: Yes... Yes... One more question. In the future, do you plan to return to Mexico to live there at some point?

G: Yes. My plan is to retire and when I get retired, I will move back to Mexico. It would not be too long, because I'm already 60 years old, so I'm already starting that process slowly, right? So I spend two months a year in Mazatlan, in Mexico, or longer if I can. Every year I try to spend more time there. 
A: Ok, thank you for your time.

G: You're welcome.
