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Z:
Let's talk about what your immigrant experience has been like in Vermont. Do you feel welcome with the people of Vermont?
M:
 Yes, I feel super welcome in Vermont. Obviously in different circumstances, because we have a house, and it is a summer home and my neighbors have always been very kind to me and my family. So, I can't say anything negative.
Z:
 Yes. Don't you feel some prejudice because you're an immigrant when you're in Vermont?
M:
 No, not at all. But I repeat what I say. Let's say that because I'm a person that even though I'm Latina and from Colombia, I'm white, with education, then that's why I think that prejudice is different, they don't perceive me as a different person just because of that part, right? Especially the part of being white. If I were another race, I don't know what it would be like, but I have nothing to say that I have felt anything against me. No, nothing. Even with my accent no.
Z:
 Yes. What things do you feel you add to Vermont as an immigrant with a unique story?
M:
Maybe it's the part that they see that Vermont is not so small, but there are people from other parts of the world and that makes it bigger. Let's say more international. And the world is not just that, so I think bringing the culture from another country like Colombia to Vermont, helps.
Z:
Yes. How might communities in Vermont or the United States benefit?
M:
benefit?
Z:
Yes. Yes, benefit Generally from more diverse experiences?
M:
From more diverse experiences, how can you do it?
Z:
Communities?
M:
Yes. In the United States they can benefit from.
Z:
More diverse experiences.
M:
How.
Z:
Just like you.
M:
¿How can they benefit? Well, having more open minds, I would say accepting more people and that is human diversity. It's not just one, especially now in America, which has always been one, what is that called? a pot of different cultures, then, I think would benefit more from being more open and not as conservative as in certain communities.
Z:
Yes. What if you feel that immigrant stories like yours are ignored in favor of immigrants seeking asylum in the United States?
M:
Yes, my story is very different because I came for a different purpose. I came to study, I didn't come to seek the American dream. The other types of migrants who seek asylum on the political side come with a very different purpose, right?, and they come to stay. I didn't come to stay, I came to study and return, to continue my studies and return, and during that process I met  my husband , that's why I stayed, so that's also why I think my story is very different and very unique, so I haven't faced bad experiences like other immigrants, like those who come looking for the American dream.
Z:
Of course. And do you have any advice for future immigrants?
M:
Yes, learning the language, because the language here is English and educate themselves, right? And be open to receiving this new culture that you are moving into and where you want to make your dream. And keep fighting for their dreams.
Z:
Would you recommend Vermont as an immigrant destination or not?
M:
Yes. It is a very beautiful state, open and with a lot of future, where you can do many things, as well as beautiful people, friendly people. So, yes, definitely yes.
Z:
And finally, is there anything people in Vermont can do to improve your experience or the experience of future immigrants?
M:
Well, not mine really, because I repeat, my experience has always been a good one. I have been received amicably, but from another type of migrant, I do not know because it is not my experience, but I would say that they were more open and I know that they give opportunities to other people to be able to achieve something. No?
Z:
Yes. Thanks for the conversation.
M:
You are welcome.
