Hispanic Voices
AR: Adriana Rodriguez

AH: Amelia Haque

ME: Maddie Evans

AR: 
My name is Adriana Comtois.
ME: 
Why did you decide to become a teacher?
AR: 
Why I decided to be a teacher, I think is in my family. In my family, there are many teachers and I think when I was young, I wanted to do something different, because there were so many teachers in my family, my parents' friends were teachers and my uncles were university professors, right? I said no, I have to do something different with my life and I studied languages, I studied languages, I studied to be an interpreter and translator and I was working a little bit on that, but then I came to Vermont to study. Well, I came to do an internship called Work and Travel and I came here to Vermont and then I said I'd like to study something that would help me in my career and Saint Michaels had a program to be an English as a Second Language teacher. And I said this would be great because when I go back to Peru, because I'm from Peru, I can use it, right? It's going to serve me well. And I started, but also at that time, I met my husband and we suddenly said if you find a job you like here, we stay here or move back to Peru, no? but I found a school. In the school I work today, I found this job that I have now as a Spanish teacher, and I loved it. I loved being in the classroom with the boys, I loved the fact that I really learn a lot too. 
ME: 
How long have you been writing?
AR:
Let's see, I've been writing, as well as focusing on writing since 2019, in that year I had a sabbatical and returned. Well, my intention was to return to Peru for a year because I really needed to reconnect again with my country and my family, with that piece of me that had lived, that always stays in the country of origin to all immigrants. And my plan was to spend a year, of which the first part I worked in a school that I had a contact with, right? And we worked, I worked there as an English teacher and it was also like developing this writing skill because I felt like I had always wanted to do it and I had never been able to because I didn't have the time, I don't know, the mental space. And in 2019, I decided to dedicate myself to that, to start, and I started taking some courses and I saw that I liked it, that it came out a little natural, right? I liked to spend time writing and thinking. 
AH:
How do you choose between fiction or non-fiction?
AR:
How do I choose to write with fiction? Well, every day I write, every day I write a little bit, even if it's 500 words and I see that I have to think of something that gives me an image, right? And sometimes that image is an emotion, like something I feel of joy, or maybe a feeling that I don't know. The weather is very dark, there is a lot of rain and that makes me nostalgic. And I remember a moment and think about a situation, then I write about it, right? Many times, I like to talk about simple things out there, right? For example, a cactus in my window, maybe the lamp in my living room. So sometimes I decide to look around and see what I can talk about. Take a minute to think about what place of my house I haven't explored, or there are days I feel like I have a lot of things to say, a lot of opinions. And that's when I write the most, not fiction. 
ME:
Have you ever wanted to write professionally? Oh, it's just fun. 
AR:
Yes, I would love to write professionally, but well, I am a teacher and that takes a lot of time of my life, but little by little I think I will move towards writing professionally, but I am not in a hurry. It's okay if I take a few years because my children are still young, and I need to spend some time with them too. So, I think little by little I'm going to advance to that level. Obviously, also the quality of my writing is not yet at a professional level, but little by little I do think I would like it very much. It would be very interesting to be able to devote myself to that with more time. 
AH:
Thanks a lot

AR:
Thank you, I really like that you are doing this project.

ME:
Thank you

AR:
Thank you girls, take good care of yourselves.

