Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural Resources
University of Vermont

Perennial Summer Internship Program - 2018
Internship Title: Forest Conservation & Stewardship Intern
Internship Site:  The Nature Conservancy’s eastern New York preserves, tentatively based in our New Paltz, NY offices.  The intern would be responsible for finding their own housing within reasonable commuting distance.  There are a numerous housing options in the village of New Paltz (as well as more rural surrounding areas).  New Paltz a great place to live, with a walkable downtown, SUNY New Paltz campus and a variety of arts, entertainment and outdoor recreation activities.  Other options for housing include the nearby cities of Poughkeepsie and Kingston, NY.  

Alternatively, the intern may work from our Mt. Kisco, NY office at the Arthur Butler Memorial Sanctuary (some potential housing locations include Brewster and Peekskill), or possibly our Albany, NY office if housing near these locations is more readily obtainable.  There will be regular travel required throughout the project area regardless of office location.  However, the Albany location may require more regular commutes of 1-2 hours to get to various project sites.
Description:  The Nature Conservancy manages a total of 42 nature preserves in eastern NY, spanning the Westchester County, mid-Hudson Valley, Catskill Mountain and Capital District regions (you can visit our preserve webpages here).  The majority of time will be spent working in the Westchester and Hudson Valley areas, with more infrequent work at preserves near Albany. 
A primary focus of this internship will be assisting TNC Preserve Stewardship Coordinators with implementation of a survey of preserve users at eight “flagship” preserves.  The intern will assist in surveying preserve visitors, entering and summarizing data, and helping develop a plan for trail maintenance and upgrades at these preserves.
Additionally, the intern will assist with leading projects and workdays for the Conservancy’s LEAF program interns. LEAF interns are a group of high school students from cities across the country who spend four weeks working with our stewardship team.
The University of Vermont intern may also participate in forest inventory data collection, entry and analysis on various properties as party of the Conservancy’s Working Woodlands program in NY—which is focused on working with landowners to increase carbon sequestration in the forests.  There may also be opportunities to work with TNC’s Forest Conservation and Stewardship Manager on other aspects of the Working Woodlands program, depending on project status and priorities.
Finally, the intern may assist our stewardship team with a wide variety of general preserve maintenance tasks, ranging from installing signage and interpretive materials and posting boundaries, to conducting trail maintenance, performing fee land inspections and participating in and/or leading staff and volunteer workdays. These task may be added as time permits. 
Overall, the intern will spend approximately 60-80% of their time working outside in the field.  There will be ample opportunities to learn new skills, take a leadership role in project planning and management and gain experience in the fields of conservation, land management and forestry.
Desired qualifications/skills/coursework:  
· Experience with natural systems and working outdoors.  Willingness to work outside, sometimes independently and/or in rough terrain or inclement weather, is required.
· Ability to recognize and ID common forest tree species (Dendrology or similar coursework preferred)
· Excellent communication skills, both verbally and in writing, and comfortable approaching and interacting with preserve visitors (customer service experience a plus)

· Experience operating various types of gardening, farming or outdoor tools, equipment or machinery (experience with various types of power tools is helpful, but not necessary)

· Experience with common computer software, such as word processing and spreadsheet applications (strong computer skills and experience with other applications such as GIS software is a plus).

· Ability to read and interpret maps, and orient one’s self in the field (some experience with compass navigation and using handheld GPS unit preferred)
· This position requires a driver’s license and a personal vehicle for travel within the project area.

Supervision:  The intern will be formally supervised by the Gabe Chapin, the TNC Forest Conservation and Stewardship Manager based in New Paltz.  However, daily supervision will be shared with Preserve Stewardship Coordinators Marcela Maldonado (based in Mt. Kisco, NY) and Paul Gallery (based in Albany).
Start and End Dates:  Mid-May – Mid-August, 2018 (exact start/end dates are negotiable)
Total Hours: 28 hours/week, 12 weeks (4 days per week @ 7 hours per day)
Compensation:  $12.50/hour
How to Apply:  Email the following documents to Jacqueline.C.Boudreau@uvm.edu by Friday, March 9th.  Note that you’ll need to request that the Recommendation Form be completed on your behalf – see instructions below.
i. Resume

ii. Cover Letter 

iii. Transcript - Login to your my uvm portal, click on the Registrar link, click Request Official Transcript by email, once received save it as a pdf 

iv. Reference - Provide name & contact information for at least one professional reference.  This could be someone who supervised you in a past work/internship/volunteer position, a professor or teacher.
v. Recommendation Form – This form needs to be completed by a Rubenstein faculty, graduate student or staff member of your choosing.  Please provide your recommender this link to the recommendation form when you ask if they are willing to complete the form to support your application.  This recommendation form will be submitted online by your recommender.
